
The Giant Rosary (Creative Prayer)
- Useful in October

The rosary as a form of prayer may have become less popular amongst young 
people these days but rosary beads are definitely something that are easily 
recognised. 
This idea is to create your own ‘giant’ set of rosary beads that contain the prayers 
of the individuals in your group. 
We have used this idea before with multiple youth groups and they seem to really
engage with and it has proved to be a really great prayer resource that the group can keep coming
back to throughout the year. 

Here’s what you need:
60 x colourful plastic ‘ball pool’ balls (with 2 holes on opposite sides)
1 x ball of string/wool
1 x knitting needle (I used a knitting needle but you may find something else works better)
Permanent marker (Sharpies for example) for each person

Set-up
With my youth group I set up a display laying down some decorative cloths with a statue of Our Lady
in the centre and around the statue I put a selection of coloured plastic balls and pens (enough to
make a decade) and some candles. I also dimmed the lights and played some instrumental piano
music to set the atmosphere. I gathered the group in a circle around this display.

Prayer
Begin with the sign of the cross and focussing people’s minds on prayer. Explain to the young people
how the prayer is going to work before asking them to move and collect anything from the display.
The idea is that each young person takes a ball and a pen and writes what they want to pray for on
the ball – this can be one thing or lots of things. If you have more than ‘a decade’ worth of young
people then maybe you could do 2 decades or ask them to use one ball and pen between 2 or 3.
After people have had the chance to write what they want to pray for go around the circle asking
each young person to say one thing they have written on their ‘bead’ (if they have had to share a
‘bead’ then ask for one thing from each young person). Once they have said what they are praying
for either they or the leader can start a ‘Hail Mary’ and everyone is asked to join in.

To actually make the rosary you can either collect in each bead as they are being prayed or collect
them all in at the end. To string the beads I used the knitting needle to push the string/wool through
the pre-made holes in the beads and then ‘positioned’ the beads and tied them off to keep them in
place once they were all ‘strung’.
To finish the Rosary Beads I added a Salvadorian style Cross on the end to keep the colourful theme!



New Year Prayer 
(Meditative & Thanksgiving Prayer)
Leader: Let us begin with the sign of the cross. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Reader 1: We give you thanks Lord God for the blessings of the last year, the friendships we have made the
opportunities we have enjoyed together. We also give you thanks for the times of growth and change especially
the times when our faith has been tested and we have learnt to rely on You; trusting that by your grace and
providence all will be well.

Reader 2: We give you thanks for the opportunity to embrace a New Year remembering all we have learnt and to
receive this year with hope and trust in your continual love and mercy.

Action
Leader: On the green leaf in front of you (see below for print out), a sign of new life and fresh beginnings, I invite
you to write some of the things you are thankful for from last year. (It may be helpful to play some reflective music
for 2-3 minutes to help to keep a reflective atmosphere)

Reader 3: We offer this year to you Lord that your Kingdom may come into our lives in a new and profound way;
that our relationships will be blessed with forgiveness, kindness, gentleness and love; that our studies and work
will provide us with opportunities to learn about your world and provoke in us a wonder and awe in your presence
working out in creation. That the challenges we face in our daily lives can produce in us the fruits of courage, faith,
trust, mercy and fortitude; please grant us the grace to ask for help and seek your will in our interactions,
responsibilities and choices so that we are motivated by a desire to do Your Will and build your Kingdom.

Leader: Lord our society values those who are wealthy, famous and successful and we too get caught up in
judging people’s worth by these standards also.

All: Please Lord Help us to see value in the acts of kindness, love and sacrifice that those who care for us do daily
and value the wealth of this unsung heroism that makes our daily lives possible.

Leader: Jesus You call us to set our hearts on the Kingdom of heaven and promise to us that all that we need for
our daily lives will be given to us as we focus on loving and serving each other rather than making our agenda the
focus of our days.

All: Lord you call us to live counter-cultural lives, to not go with the latest icons and must haves’ but rather to feed
the hungry, clothe the naked and shelter the homeless and poor.

New Year Night Prayer

Leader: Each day our friends and family are hungry for acts of kindness, search for words of affirmation and are
unprotected by the storms of critics and negativity;



All: Open the eyes of our heart Lord to see in those around us the need for our love and attention. Give us please
Lord a healthy respect for ourselves,

Leader: You call us to fullness of life where your glory can be seen in us, help us to shine as you intended with a
warmth and openness to you and all those who you have sent to bless us with in this life.

All: We pray Lord for kind and gentle people to be there for us when we are in pain and the world feels an unsafe
place to be, so that we may know that in our darkest moments, You are very near.

Reader 1: In this New Year we pray Lord for the wisdom to not set our hearts on building our own kingdoms but
rather be Kingdom builders so others may know the joy and consolation of knowing that You walk amongst us
and we are made one, in You.

Action
Leader: On the other side of the leaf write a prayer asking for God to enter into your life bringing renewal to the
areas where you need to grow. Use what we have already prayed together to make you personal prayer to God.

Reader 2: Renew our minds Lord to see you in our neighbours and love them as we love ourselves. Teach us to
share our resources so others too may live. 
Reader 3: Thank you for this New Year of opportunity to love and be loved to give and not count the cost but
delight in knowing that we are living in your Will. Set our hearts on fire with love for you and each other. In Jesus’
Name we pray. Amen.

All say thoughtfully: ‘Our Father, Who art in heaven...’



An examination of conscience
1. You shall have no other gods besides the Lord your God.
• Do I love God above all things and is He number one in my life or do I put myself before God?
• Has money and pleasure become more important to me than the God?
• Do I pray often? Have I neglected my friendship with God by neglecting prayer?
• Have I been involved with occult or superstitious practices, i.e., fortune telling or Horoscopes?
• Have I ever received Holy Communion in the state of mortal sin?
• Have I told a lie in confession or deliberately withheld confessing a mortal sin?

2. You shall not take the Lord your God's name in vain.
• Have I ever lied after "swearing to God" that I am telling the truth?
• Have I ever used God's name out of anger, that is, as a curse?

3. Keep the Sabbath day holy.
• Have I deliberately missed Holy Mass or missed Mass on a Holy Day of Obligation or an important holiday in the
liturgical calendar (i.e., Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Christmas, Mary the Mother of God, etc.)?

4. Honour your father and your mother so that you may live long and flourish.
• Do I disobey my parents, and fail to respect them?
• Do I swear at them?
• Do I let them know I love them?
• Do I lie to them?
• Am I obeying and honouring my teachers and leaders?

5. You shall not kill.
• Am I hurting myself by taking illegal drugs or abusing alcohol?
• Have I murdered anyone's reputation by deliberately spreading rumours or keeping rumours alive by passing
them on?
• Do I nurse anger against anyone or hold a grudge or have I refuse to forgive another?

6. You shall not commit adultery.
• Have I ever had sex with anyone or taken part in impure activities?
• Have I ever watched films or videos I know are bad for my soul?
• Have I ever freely and deliberately entertained impure thoughts?

7. You shall not steal.
• Do I steal from my parents, friends or strangers?
• Do I seek to share what I have with the poor and needy?

8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
• Am I a liar? Am I guilty of making known the faults of others? Am I guilty of spreading lies about someone?
• Do I gossip about others and reveal information that should be confidential?

9. & 10. You shall not envy your neighbour's wife and goods.
• Do I wish that others be deprived of the goods or talents that are theirs?
• Am I jealous of others and put them down? 
• Am I resentful and do I harbour unforgiveness and grudges against others?

(Adapt according to age)



Definite Service (Reflection & Discussion)
Gather
Sign of the Cross

Listen
Jesus Calls His First Disciples – Mathew 4: 18-22
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter and his brother
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘follow me and
I will make you fishers of men’. And they left their nets at once and followed him.
 
Going on from there, he saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They
were in a boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. At once, leaving the boat
and their father, they followed him.

Reflection
Jesus favoured the lowly and disadvantaged.  He selected two sets of brothers who came from humble
roots.  They each ran a simple, blue-collar family business and they were uneducated. The fact that these
young men were serving on their father’s boat meant that their early studies hadn’t distinguished them
enough to be chosen to apprentice under even the lowliest rabbi. Having been passed over for better
minds these men joined the family business.  
 
Then one day when a strange rabbi from Nazareth called out to them and changed their lives and forever
changed their hearts. When the disciples heard Jesus’ call them, they immediately left their homes and
families to follow him.
 
Each of us has been chosen individually. Our challenge is to find out how we fit in to the larger picture – the
mission of the church, and live that life.
 
Action
Print out one poem per person (see next page), and get them to reflect personally on what the prayer
means to them - take time to highlight, annotate, even decorate, and then, depending on your group, open
up for response and discussion. 
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How to Pray the Rosary 

Mysteries of the Rosary 
Joyful Mysteries 
1.The Annunciation
2.The Visitation
3. The Nativity of Jesus
4.The Presentation
5.Finding Jesus in the Temple

Glorious Mysteries 
1.The Resurrection
2.The Ascension
3. The Descent of the Holy
Spirity
4.The Assumption of Mary
5. The Coronation of Mary

Sorrowful Mysteries 
1.The Agony in the Garden
2.The Scourging at the Pilar
3. The Crowing with Thorns
4.The Way of the Cross
5.The Crucifixion

Luminous Mysteries 
1.The Baptism of Jesus
2.The First Miracle at Cana
3. The Proclamation of the
Kingdom
4.The Transfiguration
5. The Institution of the
Eucharist

via thecatholickid.com



Resource from Blessedisshe.net 



All The Things We Are (Reflective/meditative)

Intro
"As a part of a catholic or Christian society you’re often being reminded of how important God is
and how he’s always there, and it can often become background noise, just part of the many things
you’re told and instructions you’re given each day. We are told who to be and how to be, by the
media, by our friends our parents, sometimes we can get confused, we lose ourselves. But if we look
to god, he tells us how amazing we are and that with him as our mindset, we can be anything we
want to be…"

I know every hair on your head. Matthew 10:29-31
For you were made in my image.  Genesis 1:27
In me you live, love and have your being.  Acts 17:28
I knew you even before you were born. Jeremiah 1:4-5
I chose you when I planned creation. Ephesians 1:11-12
I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me. John 8:41-44
I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love. 1 John 4:16
And I love you, simply because you are my child 1 John 3:1
Every good thing about you comes from me James 1:17
My plan for your future has always been filled with hope. Jeremiah 29:11
Because I love you with an everlasting love. Jeremiah 31:3
And I rejoice over you with singing. Zephaniah 3:17
I will never stop doing good with you. Jeremiah 32:40
For you are my treasure. Exodus 19:5
And I want to show you great and marvellous things. Jeremiah 33:3
If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me. Deuteronomy 4:29
Put your faith in me and I will give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4
I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine. Ephesians 3:20
For I am your greatest encourager. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
I will comfort you in all your troubles. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
When you are brokenhearted, I am already close to you. Psalm 34:18
One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes. And I'll take away all the 
pain you have suffered on this earth. Revelation 21:3-4
For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed. John 17:26
He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you. Romans 8:31
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19
I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love. Romans 8:31-32
Nothing will ever separate you from my love again. Romans 8:38-39
Turn back to me, I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen! Luke 15:7
I am waiting for you. Luke 15:11-32 From God

To You, Action
Give each young person a cut out 'prayer card
of the letter from God (see next page).  Read
through it slowly, maybe getting one person at
a time to read a line, and explain how God
speaks to us all throughout the Bible, telling us
how loved we are, and how we are created for
good - so in the noise and pressures of society,
when we sometimes feel like we don't know
who we are, we can turn to God. 

Optional action
Give them each an envelope and a peice of
paper and a pen. Encourage them to spend
time writing a letter from themselvesback to
God - to encourage that conversational
element of prayer. Give them time to write
about the joys and concerns in their life, and at
the end, seal it, and maybe offer.a time - 3
months, six months, to store them safely and
give them back, to see how life can change,
and prayers can be answered in all kinds of
ways.

Closing
Dear Lord, 
May we us this opportunity to remember to listen more to your words over the words of others.Help
us to trust in your plan, and allow you more fully into our hearts and lives. Give us the strength and
perseverence to pray regularly and honestly, and to offer up our joys and worries for the Glory of you, 
Amen 
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To You,
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I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love. 1 John 4:16
And I love you, simply because you are my child 1 John 3:1
Every good thing about you comes from me James 1:17
My plan for your future has always been filled with hope. Jeremiah 29:11
Because I love you with an everlasting love. Jeremiah 31:3
And I rejoice over you with singing. Zephaniah 3:17
I will never stop doing good with you. Jeremiah 32:40
For you are my treasure. Exodus 19:5
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One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes. And I'll take away all the 
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For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed. John 17:26
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I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love. Romans 8:31-32
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And I want to show you great and marvellous things. Jeremiah 33:3
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One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes. And I'll take away all the 
pain you have suffered on this earth. Revelation 21:3-4
For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed. John 17:26
He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you. Romans 8:31
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19
I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love. Romans 8:31-32
Nothing will ever separate you from my love again. Romans 8:38-39
Turn back to me, I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen! Luke 15:7
I am waiting for you. Luke 15:11-32 From God

To You,



Hand Prayer (Creative Prayer) 
Sitting with your palms up resting in your lap, eyes closed, tune into your breathing, 
and relax.

Become aware of the air at your fingertips, between your fingers, on the palm of your hand. Experience the
fullness, strength and maturity of your hands. Think of your hands, the hands of other people. Remember the
oldest hands that have rested in your hands. Think of the hands of a tiny new-born baby, maybe your nephew
or niece. Once upon a time your hands were the same size.
Growing up, almost all that you have learned is through your hands turning yourself over, crawling and
creeping, walking and balancing yourself; learning to hold something for the first time; feeding yourself. At
one time your greatest accomplishment was tying your own shoes.
Think of all the the things that they have made. Remember the day you could write your own name. Our
hands were not just made for themselves but for others. How often were they given to help someone carry
their burdens? Remember all the kinds of work they have done, the tiredness and aching they have known,
the cold and the heat, the soreness and the bruises. Remember the tears they have wiped away, our own or
another’s, the blood they have bled, the healing they have experienced. How much hurt, anger and even
violence have they expressed and how much gentleness, tenderness and love they have given.
How often they have been folded in prayer; both a sign of their powerlessness and of their power?

ACTION 1
Give each person a hand printed and cut out 
Think of all the places that carry your handprints and all the people who bear your handprint. They are
indelible and will last forever. Each of you has a hand and with it what I’d like you to do is decorate it. Make it
your own. Let it represent you as a person. Make it colourful or monochrome, write on it words that describe
you or let the colour talk. (each finger can be a positive word that describes you, the palm can be what you
are good at/ enjoy doing etc) 

MUSIC….

ACTION 2
Bubble write a'YES' in large letters on a3/a4 paper 
So now what I want us to do, together is to make a mark. Right here. Today. A fingerprint (also works with a
signature/name if no paint is available), is the most unique thing that god gave us. We can have our mothers
eyes, the same laugh as our sister or best friend, our
dads sense of humour, but our fingerprints are completely our own. No two are the same. Today, were going
to make a contract, individual to YOU. That you will say yes to living our lives for the glory of god, and that our
mark will not be forgotten. (come up and place a finger print/signiture on the yes, and as you do place your
hand around it)





Take time to think about the future.

You can either:

Write a letter to someone, a friend, an enemy, a family member, about

something you'd like them to know. 

It can can be a letter of happiness, forgiveness, hope, whatver you would like.

or 

You can write a letter to your FUTURE or PAST self.

What would you like yourself to know.

Where are you right now.

what are your hopes and dreams, likes and dislikes. 




write a letter to your future self, for a time when you are down, lost or

unhappy.  take time to think about what you want to hear.




When you are done, name and date it, so you can open it in a date

 in the future. In a month, a year, 5 years, so when you open it, you

can feel uplifted by how far you've come!

Write a letter to your self

Be patient
Patience is A form of the moral virtue of 'fortitude'

(strength). It enables us to endure things. But in a world

where we are always online, reachable, and everything is

instant, patience is not as important as it once was, and we

may often feel things aren't moving quick enough




Write something, a situation, or even a person or

relationship, you need to be more patient with, on a sticky

note, and make a promise to yourself to try to do so.

Let it go, and trust that with patience, we can get 

to our goals.



Realising our wrongdoings
Sometimes we need to take time to acknowledge our

wrongdoings and to ask for forgiveness, especially in our own

hearts!




Take some time to consider what you want to wash away from

you.




Write down some things you would like to say, and once you have

writen them down, tear them up as small as you can and throw

them away! We must forgive ourselves, so we can heal from

situations. Remember, we are all only human, we all make

mistakes.

We must always try to do the best we can, and that is all 

anyone can ask of us. 

Link in a chain
We are only as strong as our weakest link.




We are all part of one community, a family of people from all

around the world. Think of all of the good people you have mt in

your life, and know that you are forever linked to them. 




We are all links in a chain, and together we are trying to make

the world a better, safer and more loving place for everyone to

life, and we are also supporting each other on the way!




If you'd like, you can tie a piece of string around your wrist, as a

simple way of showing solidarity with the people around you.



Beautiful World
Sometimes we can spend too much time looking at the

ground, not seeing the beauty in the world around us, but

also, in ourselves. 




Take time to look at the mirror, and see the wonderful

human you are. 




We often forget that we are amazing, wonderful, and can

do anything we dream!




Take a moment to write on a post-it and stick on the mirror,

some beautiful and good things about you! wether they 

are inside or outside.

Quotes
One of my favourite quotes is:




“You

are worth so much more than the worst thing you have

done”



Write your favourite inspirational quote on a piece of paper

and leave it, in whatever language you want, for the next

people to reflect on.




Get inspired by the people around you
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